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GabinetMaker Keeping

Simple warmth — e beadiaard backs and domes,
wlpng with the concrele freplace manie!, widk; dopatbsr i

cremle o inviling spece,

it intuitively, too, not that you're con-
foving il," says Bowers. | think thal
imakes o big difference, Then your
degign i really driven by inspiration.”

Know when to change

When the housing market was
glrgng and booming, Bowers was
building and renovating homes,
Bt with land costs rising and alder
homes getling priced out of play,
Baowers knew thal he had o redirel
hig eflens. The ameunt of people
leoking & rencwvale their homes o
get the most out ol their property
has led Bowers to retuim Lo high-
end renovglions,

“you always have 1o be looking
for what the nexl niche is," says
Bowers. “The cabinetmaking dove-
laits very nicely with whene we're
going now, which is going back Lo
nigh-end renavation work.”

Design to fit

For Boaers, i1's aboul design that
iz gile specific, a phitosophy e has
used for Bulldine a5 well as reroval-
ing, A lof of time our degign kind of
Evnlves " siys Bowers, "You Iy to
rratch veur ideas with their lifestyle,
P Eley wand oouse Lhe room.”

Bowers does only reugh deaw-
ings, bacause the design olten
changas so mech. *You can spend
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T e

I}I?.!li-ll'l.g it all - The Jei ralde sow thaet Luke Boeers is 12sing
dives @l e npping arud curling e e siape Mike Bowers
hefieves thet 815 bes! bo kecp raols simple.

more time making & drawing than
you can building it,” he says. 1ie
feets mare complicaied drawings
ane just for shos,

When Bowers does a design, he
pushes whal he knows warks hes)
angd whal he likes, He credits the
desizn ability of his wile, Mary Ann
and the artistic sense and skills of

his sen, Lubie s key to kecping his
Dusiness slrong.

“As il tums out, the fickle finger of
desin righl rey says that what wers
building and what we design are what

Ml'-"E' Bavevers was looking fer
a countertsp thac wald acdd
1o the wow factor of the kitchens
hie wezs creating for hls company,
Chogtank Mills Assoclares, locared
in Marydel, Del. Bowers wantad o
rmaterial that waould complemeant
his cabinets and the work e doas,
He fimally found what be fele filled
the bill perfectly — concrece,
"Tou ean de anything
waith e You can make
i3 retal rellection af
Both yeus and the cus-
tamer by incorparaging
things into it,” he says.
Bwears First ac-

EEMpES A% cancrane
councartops wera wich
o local subcontrac-
tar, but the mixes that
N wore used lod 1o a lot

Mix critical — i
of fissuras, “When |

My Rfades mix thel

Mike Bowers uses for 1 started locking ac the
CONCTERE CaURleraps Buddy Rhodes sysvam
ancl mantels hes praved! | for countertops, | real-
itgelf to by reliableand | g _ | ized that baslding the
i d s o 3 forms was all carpentry

| work,” ha says."lt's
* the consistency of
the Buddy Rhaedes mix that we

g 2o
-
Press fit — The ket oo il
covicrefe wovks siare like olay s i
areliptend rather then _r:l-emn:.v.l.

Creating one-of-a-kind



