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l’k alternative: to markie, granite, wood and tile, |

.'..;'r,r Depending an prefa

ree relegated to the exterior,
~conerese IS FOVIng in I:-:Eurs-—tc:
kiLElTEl:\E. and bathrooms, \floors
and walls, fireplaces and furmi-
ture, It is fast becoming lmﬂi‘;:.re-
ferred medium for -::Iee:ign&ra;;end
artiste alke and has moved center stage as a versatile

l'l'\_ Enown for its durahility, low maintenance and ervizenmenital
“sdvanrages, concrete has been ussd for centuries in coungries such

15 Mexiea and Greece, and by visionary archivecrs ke Brank Lloyd
The flaor: of the

famed Frice Tower, for example, are mage of poured concrete

Wright whoss tee of corcrete 5 owell kroeen.

incised with parallelograms that are the basis of the fluor plans and

furnisuze designs. Howeyer, in the United States, concrete has Lyp-

ieally bowr pagzed awer m favar of morgrefined producs. Thar 2

charped in the 19808 when the rupgsd, nandescript constraction

material took-uaca more sophisticated appeal. Concrete began

showing up in residential interiore—and oot only in swanky apart-
et perclels, but i cottapes and looary estaes as well.

Tty Rhades, whese name is synonymous with designer con-
crete, iz conwidered a pieneer in thiz arena. Originally a ceramiss, e
dewveloped a pr-.rll.J"n':l: that expredsos the whrmth snd charm of pot-
tery but has th :.|::|":11-itri:|| :'.:'eu.,g_l.h ared versarilicy of cancrete. Ha
quickly earmed 2 reputagion for otstandiog concrete Lountertaps,
_in part due te his high-proafile wark in Pattery Barn stores and gther
.a:LL||||_r|_|-'|I profects, M .-\.'1..~'-:I spread, IJ'.L demand for pesicential
k||_|_."_'b\' ared Bathroom o |.113:-'r5 Fruw, artl.'l Bhodes’ business ﬁma
pered. ’
Today, l AMECWTeTs seeking] an .|l.e-nlhgl.we o highly pwkl)r{l
granite andimarsie ar the st -r-I--'h:- e o Cogian and Bermica ave diky
-:.1n_p‘|:.:-:|r_:|_-'# & rige In popularityd "Concrete has an earthiness
made by artizans, 0 it has 4 r:]:rl'.rnl. artistc feel. That's what
makes it so dppealing” save Susah Andrews, vice sresident of Cali-
farmia-based Buddy Rhodes Studio, "The advankige is tlhat we can
crete alomdst any color and it jnr:s well with virtuiby any décor,
pverythinte frem oid fashioned farme-style to el madeen,” she
That matuzal feel is gnhanced by integral coler—caloring
thie mix rathuer ~:I.::;Ji;g'-:-:nln:nr.-::-n op, Color and texture will

rice, surfaces can appear twa-tomed ot

pxplaiis,
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Creeriaal: Shower eniey biricks complemens chis stelish vani-
s COnGTen: courcertap in a Tellunide, Colorado residenoe.
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Top left: A pame room features & sooced-parmm Soor with
a showrase hand-pained fih.

o A grooved parterm saftens the surlacs of a

Pzl duck.
Bbiwe: A great room floar is scored with big blodes ard
:n:il.'i st in g sy beckwhear color
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mottled, be monotone and smooth, or

have exposed sand aggregate. It's a ter-

rific alternative to tile and those repeti-
tive grout lines.

Most concrete counters are custom
manufactured in a studio (precast)
rather than onsite (cast in place) for
practical reasons. The labor-intensive

process requires vigorous activity that

would be disruptive and produce consid-

erable dust in the home—not the ideal

man

turing environment!

While Rhodes has perfected a mix
that he sells online and through distrib
utors, other designers get creative with

their blends. Concrete Studios in

Columbus, Ohio commonly adds items

such as glass chips, seashells, metal or

continued >
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special aggregates. Even so, the surfaces
are smooth to the touch. The finished
product is nothing like the concrete nor-
mally associated with pavement.

Functional fashion

While concrete counters are the hottest
trend—not because they cost less; the
price is now comparable to other high-
end materials—the substance is also
being used to form dramatic fireplace
surrounds, architectural elements, furni-
ture and decorative art.

In Englewood, Florida, artisans Diane
Davidson and Erik Schlake of David-
son/Schlake Design Studios are creating
a buzz with their functional art. “People
are starting to appreciate concrete’s nat-
ural beauty, and they're looking for ways
to incorporate this earthy element into
their homes without remodeling,” says
Davidson, whose background is in archi-
tecture and fine art. “Concrete lends
itself to furniture design because it is
durable, and it is a fabulous artistic

continued >

Far left top: Color and texture help soften the
concrete's look on this kitchen island counter
in a Glen Ellen, California residence.

Photo courtesy of Buddy Rhades Studio

Far left bottom: A galaxy black countertop
with mirror glass embedded in the concrete
creates a highly-polished appearance.

Photo courtesy of Concrete Studios

Left: Curved corners on the kitchen counters
and a kidney-shaped island are featured in this
San Francisco residence.

Phato courtesy of Buddy Rhodes Studio

Above: A soft-charcoal countertop picks

up on the stainless-steel accents in this

contemporary kitchen.
Phato courtesy of Concrete Studios





